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PREACHING CHRIST FROM THE
CREATION NARRATIVE™

Sidney Greidanus

The first difficulty is how to preach Christ from that chapter.

Genesis 1 tells of a perfectly good creation in which there was
no need for Jesus the Savior. Genesis 1 gives no promise of the
coming Christ and it has no type of Christ. How then can a person
preach Christ from that chapter?

A second, more troubling difficulty is that one can easily be
drawn into the controversies of what has been called “the conflict
between Genesis 1 and science.” What is the age of the earth? Is
the earth six thousand years young or some four billion years old?
Are the days of Genesis 1 twenty-four-hour days or long periods of
time? If we say they were long periods of time, we face some seri-
ous problems. For the text clearly says, “And there was evening,
and there was morning—the first day,” and so on.! In Hebrew eve-
ning and morning indicates a twenty-four-hour day, which began
at sunset. Moreover, if plants and trees were created in the third
eon of time, how could they survive without the sun, which was not
created until the fourth eon? On the other hand, if we say the days
were twenty-four hours in length, we face several other problems.
For example scientists claim that dinosaurs roamed the earth two
hundred million years ago and that humans appeared two hundred
thousand years ago, but Genesis 1 states that land animals as well
as humans were created on the sixth day, that is, within a twenty-
four-hour period. How could there be light on day one when the sun
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was not created until day four? Or how could there be evening and
morning on days one, two, and three before the creation of the sun
on day four?

Unfortunately because of these difficulties many preachers
avoid preaching on Genesis 1. But this is a tragic omission, for
Genesis 1 lays the foundation of our Christian faith. The very first
article of the Apostles' Creed states, "l believe in God the Father
almighty, Maker of heaven and earth." If we fail to preach the mes-
sage of Genesis 1 because of some modern problems, we undermine
the faith of the church. For the well-being of the church and its
members, we simply must preach the message of Genesis 1in this
modern age. So how should we preach Genesis 1? We must first
study the narrative to determine its theme and goal for Israel.

NARRATIVE FEATURES

THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Asto the apparent conflict between Genesis 1 and science, our first
basic step of interpretation offers preachers another option. As
preachers, we must first hear the text as Israel would have heard
it. Now it seems obvious that Israel was not concerned about the
age of the earth or precisely how God created the world. These are
modern issues which may or may not be answered by the text. If
we wish to dojustice to the author of Genesis, we must begin by
carefully listening to the text. Instead of imposing our modern
guestions on the text, we must hear it as ancient Israel would have
originally heard this creation narrative.

A major consideration therefore becomes, What was Israel's
situation when the message of Genesis 1 was communicated to
her? What did Israel need to hear? What was the question behind
the text? Here preachers are confronted with another obstacle. On
the one hand the traditional answer is that Moses wrote Genesis 1
for Israel after the Exodus from Egypt and just before Israel en-
tered the land of Canaan. On the other hand some modern scholars
suggest that Genesis 1 was addressed to Israel when she was in
exile in Babylon. This is another reason why some preachers are
hesitant to preach Genesis 1. But again, expositors should not allow
this issue to keep them from preaching the message of this chapter.

As background for understanding Genesis 1it is sufficient to
see how fearful Israel was of the power of foreign gods, whether
Egyptian, Canaanite, or Babylonian. For four hundred years |srael
had lived in slavery in Egypt, under the domination not only of
harsh Egyptian masters but also under the domination of Egypt's
powerful gods. Then the Lord revealed Himself to Moses and told



